
Monocacy Scenic River Management Plan update

Community meetings – Taneytown, Frederick
November 7 & 9, 2016

1990 Plan

2016 Draft Plan





*Municipal water supply
*Effluent disposal
*Fish and wildlife habitat
*Recreation—fishing, paddling, swimming
*A scenic, natural, and cultural asset





• Scenic and Wild Rivers Act  (Md. NATURAL RESOURCES Code Ann. §8-401, §8-402,

•Monocacy added to the Maryland Scenic River system in 1974

•Frederick and Carroll Counties formed a Monocacy Scenic  River Citizens’ Advisory Board in 1978

§8-403)



1990 Plan:

•Comprehensive Assessment 
(natural & cultural history;
issue identification;

recommendations) 



2016 River Management  Plan:

•Corridor Conservation/Enhancement Focus 

•Updated and New Chapters:
Land Use
River and Riparian Ecology
Recreation 
Water Quality  

• Monocacy River Resource Protection Area (MRRPA)    















Purpose statement:   
To protect, conserve, and enhance 
significant Monocacy River resources and
their ecological functions and values that
provide environmental, social, and 
economic benefit to Frederick and Carroll
County residents

Derived by examining the following
landscape elements:
 FEMA 100-year floodplain
 Wetlands linked to the River & floodplain
 Critical woodlands adjacent to River’s banks
 Moderate & steep slopes adjacent to River
 Ecologically Significant Areas (ESAs) 
 Rare, threatened, endangered species 

habitat

Targeted area for:
 Reforestation
 Wetland enhancement
 Wildlife habitat improvement
 Environmental restoration
 Agricultural BMPs
 Forest ‘banking’ sites (FRO)
 Land purchase for public use
 River setback/buffer





Monocacy River Resource Protection Area
--Extent and presence of:

*FEMA 100-yr. floodplain
*Forest cover
*Wetlands
*Steep/moderate slopes
*Ecologically Significant Areas





Slopes:
Steep & Moderate



FEMA 100-yr Floodplain

Wetlands



Proposed Monocacy River
Resource Protection
Area (MRRPA)

300-ft. width (minimum)
Wildlife corridors, nesting
areas, scenic qualities 

500-ft. width (max.)
Resources extend 
outward from River
500 ft.  or  more

Incorporates  contiguous
resources outward from 
River to the 500-ft.
maximum
(this example is
382-ft.  wide)



Monocacy Scenic River Management Plan update

350+  land owners within River corridor notified of Plan’s release

Newspaper notice, Press release (FC)

Public open house/meetings:
 Monday, November 7  in Taneytown Fire Hall, 5:30pm
 Wednesday, November 9  in Winchester Hall, Frederick, 

5:30pm

 Comments to River Board due on or before January 31, 2017

 River Board will review comments, edit Plan & transmit to 
Frederick and Carroll  Counties for adoption



Tim Goodfellow             301.600.2508
tgoodfellow@frederickcountymd.gov

Questions?

Byron Madigan              410.386.2167
bmadigan@ccg.carr.org


